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TAMPA BAY PARTNERSHIP MEASURES “ HOW WE’RE DOING”  
Regional Economic Scorecard to Provide Leaders  
with ‘Dashboard Viewpoint’  of Region’s Progress 

 
 

TAMPA BAY, FL (January 12, 2006) – The Tampa Bay Partnership introduced the results of its Regional 

Economic Scorecard today to an audience of regional leaders.  The scorecard, a realistic snapshot of the Tampa Bay 

regional market based upon key indicators, will be used by Partnership leadership to focus attention on issues 

impacting the region’s competitiveness and attractiveness for business and investment.  

“By releasing this scorecard, we’ re making a bold statement and looking to focus the region’s resources 

toward issues which can have the greatest impact for our future,”  said Dewey Mitchell, Broker/Owner of Prudential 

Tropical Realty and current Tampa Bay Partnership Chair. “ It takes a very strong leadership team to take an 

unbiased assessment of the region and then publish their findings.”  

Over a year ago, the Tampa Bay Partnership went through a process of surveying its leadership regarding 

what issues they felt were important and how they would like the Partnership to address them. “They responded 

that in addition to several other key initiatives they would like a tool to answer the question, ‘how are we doing?’ ,”  

explained Bill Habermeyer, President & CEO of Progress Energy and the Partnership’s 2004-2005 Chair.  “This 

Regional Economic Scorecard is a tool to help our leadership and investors measure the progress of our region and 

direct resources to areas that will ensure our future success.”    

Five economic driver categories were selected in this process: employment and workforce; income and 

productivity; housing; innovation; and education.  Each of the five categories contains several indicators that are 

distilled into an index, with an overall index created out of the five category indices.  Five comparison regions were 

selected to benchmark against including Atlanta, Charlotte, Jacksonville, Raleigh-Durham, and Dallas. 

Gwen Mitchell, Managing Partner with Deloitte and Business Intelligence Chair who oversaw the project, 

explained, “We chose indicators and competitor regions based on what we felt was important for regional 

competitiveness, not based on an outcome expectation of what we believed the numbers would look like.”  
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Three key findings of the scorecard include: 

¨  Tampa Bay is a strong leader in job creation, employment and labor force growth; 

¨  More work needs to be done to address the affordable housing issue; and 

¨  Incomes and wages are on the rise in Tampa Bay though the region still has relatively low wages 

and income levels in absolute terms – economic development must continue to be supported.  

The information contained in the Regional Economic Scorecard is the most recent data available from 

widely used and reliable sources that has been compiled in a fashion that is easy to read and observe comparisons.  

Partnership leaders have described it as a “dashboard viewpoint”  enabling them to quickly review key data 

necessary for decision-making.  

“The Regional Economic Scorecard is meant to be a flexible document that evolves over time.  This means 

that indicators and regions can be added and removed in the future depending on what the leadership would like to 

focus on and measure,”  added Mitchell.  The scorecard will be updated on a quarterly basis. 

Leaders within the Tampa Bay Partnership believe that the Regional Economic Scorecard is important 

because it illustrates how interconnected aspects of the regional economy are. 

Partnership Vice Chair and University of South Florida President Judy Genshaft said “Tampa Bay’s 

educational institutions are powerful catalysts for regional innovation and a source of the high-skilled workforce 

needed to attract business and investment.  This scorecard reinforces the need to support and encourage growth of 

these institutions.”  

“ Innovation is an important component to the ongoing success of any region which is why it’ s vital to 

measure how we’re doing,”  said George Gordon, President & CEO of Enporion and Technology Co-Chair with the 

Partnership.  “ In an innovative economy, you produce higher wage jobs.”  

“Analyzing a realistic snapshot of our market is critical to remaining competitive and ensuring the 

attractiveness of our region for business and investment,”  said Kathy Baylis, Economic Development Corporation 

of Sarasota County and ED Partners Chair of the Partnership. 

Roy McCraw, Regional President of Wachovia and Secretary/Treasurer of the Partnership described the 

scorecard effort as “doing the right things in our community to get better.”  

 

- more - 



 

Regional Economic Scorecard 
Page 3 of 3 
 

 

“Realizing that resources to address these issues must come from throughout our region, we feel the 

scorecard is an important measurement tool to help leaders focus limited resources where they will have the most 

important impact,”  said Stuart Rogel, Tampa Bay Partnership President and CEO. 

It also ties in with the Partnership’s regional visioning efforts, Vision21.  “The Regional Economic 

Scorecard will be a critical tool as we build a better understanding of the region’s long-term potential and to 

provide a future context for the longer-term critical priority projects our communities must face,”  added Dan 

Mahurin, Chairman, President & CEO of SunTrust Bank, Tampa Bay and Chair of the Tampa Bay Partnership 

Foundation which is directing the regional visioning process. 

To access a copy of the Regional Economic Scorecard, visit the Tampa Bay Partnership Website at 

www.TampaBay.org.  

 

About Tampa Bay Partnership: 

The Tampa Bay Partnership is the regional organization that works with its partners to market the region 

nationally and internationally, to conduct regional research, and to coordinate efforts to influence business and 

government issues that impact regional growth and development.  Founded in 1994, the Tampa Bay Partnership 

markets and advocates on behalf of the communities of Tampa Bay which include Tampa/St. 

Petersburg/Clearwater, Lakeland, Sarasota/Bradenton and the counties of Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, 

Pinellas, Polk, and Sarasota.   
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