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TAMPA BAY PARTNERSHIP AND TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

AWARDED $540,000 EDA GRANT TO STUDY FUTURE JOBS, INDUSTRIES 

SRI International Selected to Conduct Research 

TAMPA BAY, FL  (May 13, 2010) - Looking to answer questions such as “Where will the jobs of 

the future come from?”, the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council and the Tampa Bay Partnership were 

recently awarded a $540,100 grant by the Economic Development Administration (EDA) to administer a 

targeted industry cluster study and a workforce skills gap study.   

These studies will assist economic development organizations and workforce boards in developing 

the action steps needed for sustainable job creation.  The studies will include implementation components 

to focus economic development and workforce resources to help the region create, attract and retain a 

higher skilled, better trained, more competitive, and innovative workforce. 

“To succeed in an ever more competitive global marketplace, Tampa Bay must work together to 

identify and target the industries and workforce of the future,” said Stuart Rogel, President and CEO of 

the Tampa Bay Partnership.  “This grant will allow us to get the communities of Tampa Bay focused on 

the growth industries with good jobs to build the new economy for Tampa Bay.” 

“The study will help us determine the skill sets needed for the jobs of the next decade, not the jobs 

of the past,” said Manny Pumariega, Executive Director of the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council. 

SRI International has been selected to conduct the majority of the study.  SRI’s Center for 

Science, Technology and Economic Development will bring together the communities to determine the 

region’s future value-added industries and the appropriate workforce skills necessary to sustain these 

industries.  Tampa Bay will have a plan of action which identifies industries to nurture as well as which 

workforce skills to develop and teach.   

The workforce skills study will analyze the regional workforce’s skills, abilities, and educational 

attainment and potential.   

The project will expand upon the data analysis, workforce skills correlation, and future clusters 

indemnification performed in the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council’s regional Comprehensive 

Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) and assist in implementation of the Tampa Bay Partnership’s 

Blueprint for Prosperity. 
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Along with the EDA funding, financial partnership commitments have been attained from the 

Suncoast Workforce Alliance, City of Clearwater, Manatee County Economic Development Council, 

Pinellas County, WorkNet Pinellas, Tampa Bay Workforce Alliance, Pasco County Economic 

Development Council, and the Florida High Tech Corridor Council. 

About Tampa Bay Partnership: 

The Tampa Bay Partnership is a CEO-led regional economic development organization with a 

mission to work with its partners to market the region nationally and internationally, to conduct regional 

research, and to coordinate efforts to influence business and government issues that impact economic 

growth and development.  Founded in 1994, the Tampa Bay Partnership markets the entire eight-county, 

6,515-square-mile area of west central Florida that includes Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, 

Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, and Sarasota counties.   

About Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council: 

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council is an association of local governments and gubernatorial 

representatives.  TBRPC’s duties include maintaining a Strategic Regional Policy Plan for the Tampa Bay 

Region, environmental management, emergency preparedness planning, protection and restoration of the 

Tampa Bay estuary, economic analysis, coastal zone management, housing and infrastructure analysis, 

hurricane evacuation and recovery planning, development of regional impact review, local government 

comprehensive plan review, and review of transportation plans.  TBRPC was established as Florida’s first 

regional planning council in 1962.   

About SRI International: 

SRI International is an independent, nonprofit research institute that started at Stanford University 

over 60 years ago. SRI has crafted development strategies for more than 100 countries and regions around 

the world, from Lebanon to Hong Kong and San Francisco. SRI economists, technology experts, business 

analysts, and workforce development specialists take a multidisciplinary approach to research, analysis, 

and strategic planning for private- and public-sector clients.  
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